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eBayesMet Conference 

Biostatistics as a topic of specialist e-learning courses

Kraków, Poland 28th - 29th October 2011

The conference is organized by CASPoska Association - Member of CASP International Network  to summarize the results of the eBayesMet project and discuss topics related with. The scope of the conference includes both topics regarding to collecting and analysing data and pedagogical aspects of specialist e-learning courses (divided on adequate sessions).

Programme:

Two separate sessions containing different aspects related to the eBayesMet project will be organized:

Session I: Collecting and analysing data with regard to health care problems 

Friday, 28th October 2011

Scope:

1. Collecting and assessing the quality of data

2. Verifying hypotheses

3. Assessing the effectiveness of statistical methods

4. Bayesian versus classical approach in biostatistics

5. New research areas 

Session II: Creating specialist on-line courses for busy people 

Saturday, 29th October 2011

Scope:

1. Preliminaries, assumptions and aims

2. Form, interface and volume

3. Presenting mathematical contents

4. Verification of the user’s progress

5. New tools

6. Real-life limitations 

Preliminary Schedule 

Friday, 28th October 2011,

· 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Session I (part 1)

· 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. Lunch

· 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. Session I (part 2)

Saturday, 29th October 2011

· 9 a.m.- 1 p.m.  Session II

· 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. Lunch

More detailed schedule will be available soon.

Conference site

The conference will take place in the building of the Provincial Public Library,

address: Rajska 1, Kraków, Poland

Speakers

The invited speakers who already confirmed their participation in the conference are:

· Catherine Meads (Queen Mary, University of London, United Kingdom)

· Katrien Oude Rengerink (Academic Medical Center, Amsterdam, Netherlands)

· Kennet Lindquist (Emmerce, Sweden) 

About the eBayesMet project

The eBayesMet is one of Transfer of Innovation projects co-funded by Leonardo Lifelong Programme. The participating institutions are:

· CASPolska Association (Poland) – project leader,

· Queen Mary University of London (United Kingdom),

· Academic Medical Center, Amsterdam (Netherlands),

· Emmerce (Sweden).

 The project is intended mainly for medical data analysts and pharmacoeconomics specialists. The main objective were to prepare educational materials which:

· show the multiplicity of statistical methods for meta-analyses and summarize the status of knowledge in this area,

· advise how to choose the most adequate method to particular input data - and how to avoid substantial mistakes,

· facilitate conducing meta-analyses using several methods including advanced Bayesian models.

The purpose was achieved by :

· establishing the variety of statistical methods for meta-analysis with regard to both direct and indirect comparison   (adequate systematic reviews was performed),

· assessing the precision and credibility of particular methods dependently on characteristics of input data, 

· creating a guide facilitating the choice of an optimal method and a spreadsheet helping in conducting meta-analyses with several classical and Bayesian models,

· creating educational materials helping in understanding all relevant issues and convincing that the problem is of basic importance (using incorrect method can lead to substantial errors in estimation) .
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